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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The last quarter has been marked by a continued disregard for basic human 
rights in the United Arab Emirates.

The Emirati authorities continue to mistreat prisoners of conscience in their 
jails. In May, this culminated in the death of UAE aid worker Alia Abdel Nour, 
who lost her battle to cancer after being denied urgent medical care by the 
UAE authorities.

This quarter also saw leading UAE rights activist Ahmed Mansoor engage in a 
month-long hunger strike in protest at his poor detention conditions and unfair 
trial, which led to a 10-year prison term for his social media activity. 

Finally, in an historic move, the UK government announced its intention to 
freeze future arms sales to Saudi-led coalition forces in Yemen, including the 
UAE, following a High Court decision ordering the suspension of new weapon 
export licences to Saudi Arabia over human rights abuses in Yemen.  
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On 4 May, 2019, Emirati prisoner of 
conscience Alia Abdel Nour died in 
UAE’s Tawam hospital after suffering 
years of abuse at the hands of the 
Emirati authorities, promoting an outcry 
from the international community.

Despite being diagnosed with breast 
cancer just a month into her arrest in 
2015, Alia was repeatedly denied access 
to adequate medical care and was only 
transferred to a hospital over a year 
after the diagnosis, in November 2016. 
According to reliable sources, she was 
made to sign a document stating she 
had refused chemotherapy.

In a case described by Human Rights 
Watch as ‘marred by due process 
violations’, Abdel Nour was serving a 
10-year prison term on charges of 
financing terrorism. Family members 
said that her conviction related to small 
donations she made to Syrian families 
affected by the country’s civil war.

Security forces arrested Alia Abdel Nour 

on 28 June 2015, and held her without 
charge for 15 months, four of which 
were in an unknown location. During 
this period, Alia is reported to have 
suffered severe ill-treatment at the 
hands of prison warders and was forced 
to sign a confession while blindfolded 
and under duress.

In the months leading up to her death, 
UN experts, MEPs and human rights 
groups had been calling for her early 
release on medical grounds, which is 
permitted under Emirati law. But the 
UAE authorities ignored such demands. 
Alia, instead, died in inhumane 
conditions, shackled to a hospital bed, in 
a windowless room, without ventilation. 

The UN are calling for an urgent 
investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding her death. 

CANCER-STRICKEN FEMALE PRISONER 
DIES AFTER YEARS OF MISTREATMENT
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Throughout April, leading Emirati rights 
activist Ahmed Mansoor endured a 
month-long hunger strike in UAE’s 
al-Sadr prison, protesting against his 
poor detention conditions and unfair 
trial which led to a 10-year prison 
sentence for his peaceful human rights 
activities.

Since being detained over two years 
ago, Mansoor has been held in solitary 
confinement in a cell which has no bed, 
nor access to running water or a shower, 
according to the Gulf Centre for Human 
Rights (GCHR).

He has not been granted access to an 
independent lawyer of his choosing and 
has been denied regular family visitation 
rights.

The UN have recently said that the 
conditions of his detention ‘may 
constitute torture.’

Despite ending his hunger strike in early 
May, there has been no significant 
improvement in his prison conditions. 
According to a fellow inmate who was 
recently released, Mansoor continues to 
be deprived of his most basic human 
rights, including: being denied the right 
to receive money from his family to 
spend on essentials in the prison, and 
not being allowed to exercise or walk in 
the open air. Additionally, he has still not 
been provided with a bed to sleep on.

In May 2018, Ahmed Mansoor was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison for 
“defaming the UAE through social media 
channels.” An appeal to overturn this 
verdict was unsuccessful on 31 
December 2018.

AHMED MANSOOR UNDERTAKES 
LENGTHY HUNGER STRIKE FOR BETTER 
CONDITIONS
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The British government declared that it 
is freezing future arms sales licences to 
Saudi-led coalition forces fighting in the 
Yemen War.

The Department for International 
Trade’s decision covers the entirety of 
the coalition, including the UAE, and 
affects all weapons and military 
equipment.

One of the most active partners in the 
coalition, the UAE stands accused of 
indiscriminate bombing of civilians and 
running secret torture camps in Yemen.

The announcement follows a Court of 
Appeal decision on 20th June 2019, 
which ordered the government to 
reassess its decision-making procedure 
for granting arms licenses. 

The judges held that the government 
did not carry out a proper assessment of 
whether the exported weapons could 
be used to violate the laws of war.

The evidence before the court showed 
that the government failed to consider 
past violations of international 
humanitarian law. In early 2016, the 
Department of International Trade 
officials stopped monitoring the legality 
of coalition airstrikes in Yemen.

“[It was] unlawful for the Secretary of 
State to proceed as he did”, ruled the 
court.

The Secretary of State is seeking to 
appeal the decision.

With future arms licensing on halt, 
existing weapons contracts will 
continue under the “open licensing” 
policy. The UK is set to continue to arm 
the UAE in the Yemen conflict, which 
last year included “technology for air to 
surface missiles”.

UK SUSPENDS FUTURE WEAPONS SALES 
TO THE UAE
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The UAE Federal Court jailed six 
Lebanese men, four of them for life, for 
being linked to Lebanon's Hezbollah.

Two of the six men were sentenced to 
10 years in jail, while five others were 
acquitted.

Arrested between December 2017 and 
February 2018, the eight men, who are 
all Shia Muslims, had been held without 
charge in an unknown location up until 
the beginning of their trial, in February 
2019.  

Rights groups said the men did not 
receive a fair hearing, were refused 
access to independent legal council and 
forced to sign confessions under 
torture.

Responding to the verdict, Lynn 
Maalouf, Amnesty International’s 
Middle East Research Director, said:

“The absence of basic requirements of a 
fair trial – such as having access to a 
lawyer – strips the verdict of any 
reliability or credibility.

It is welcome news that five men were 
acquitted; however, the authorities 
must now effectively investigate 
allegations of torture and quash the 
unreliable convictions of the remaining 
three. If there is not sufficient evidence 
against them and they cannot be 
prosecuted fairly, they too should be 
acquitted and released.

The flagrant disregard for human rights 
in this case is incongruous with the 
global image of a state-of-the-art, open 
and inclusive state that the authorities 
in the UAE seek to project.”

UAE GIVES HARSH SENTENCES AGAINST 
SIX LEBANESE MEN AFTER UNFAIR 
TRIAL
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