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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
During the last quarter of 2017 the Emirati authorities continued to 
disregard their responsibilities to upload basic human rights. Prisoners 
of conscience have seen their sentences extended and one Egyptian 
national was deported to Egypt after the completion of his sentence, 
where he faces further persecution. There has been a worrying increase 
in documented suicides of migrant workers, causing further concern 
amongst human rights organisations regarding their working and living 
conditions. 
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5 Prisoners’ of Conscience, including 
Osama al-Najjar, sentences extended

In December it was revealed that UAE authorities extended the detention of five prisoners of 
conscience for six months. The prisoners were identified as Osama al-Najjar, Abdullah 
al-Heloo, Faisal al-Shehi, Badr al-Bahari and Ahmad al-Mulla. Osama al-Najjar is still being 
held in a UAE prison despite having completed his three-year prison sentence. He was 
arrested on 17 March 2014 and sentenced to three years in prison after sending tweets to 
the Minister of Interior expressing concern that his father had been ill-treated in prison.

Amnesty International has earlier considered UAE authorities’ decision not to release 
Al-Najjar as “indefensible,” and called for his immediate release.

ICFUAE participate in UN UPR Pre 
Session, UAE delegate storms out

Introduced by the United Nations General Assembly in 2006, the UPR involves a periodic 
review of the human rights records of all UN member states and takes place every four years. 
The pre-session is a space in which civil society groups can advocate directly to state 
delegates ahead of the UPR session, which in the UAE's case will be in January 2018.

ICFUAE raised issues of arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances in the UAE, 
reminding the session that between 2013 to 2017, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention (WGAD) declared 100 arrests arbitrary and during the same period 37 actions 
were sent to the UAE by the Working Group of Enforced Disappearances (WGED), and that 
there had been "countless" more cases raised by human rights organisations in recent years.

In these regards, the ICFUAE gave recommendations to Emirati authorities calling for a 
legislative ban on arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances, for the UAE to ratify the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and allow international organisations to 
monitor and investigate cases of torture.

After the panel concluded their statements, the Emirati delegate, Ahmed Awad, took the floor. 
However, rather than responding to the raised allegations or mentioning positive 
achievements made since the last review, he attempted to justify the actions of the Emirati 
state by alluding to a "state of emergency" in a European nation as a response to threats of 
terrorism.

He was interrupted by the Chair, who reminded him that this was not the time for a debate, 
and he responded by retorting that the session was a "waste of time" and promptly left the 
room.
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The dismissive response by the UAE's UN delegate to allegations of human rights violations is 
symptomatic of the UAE authorities' increasingly cavalier attitude towards the basic rights of 
those within its borders. It is imperative that in the coming period, the UAE government take 
the appropriate steps to bring legislative, civil and political processes in line with international 
human rights legislation.

Mosaab Abdul Aziz deported to Egypt 
after completion of his sentence where 
he is detained further

On the 6th November Mosaab Abdul Aziz - the son of an adviser to a former Egyptian 
president - was deported to Egypt, where he was subsequently detained, after the completion 
of his 3 year prison sentence in the UAE. After being detained without charge for a year and a 
half, he was sentenced to 3 years imprisonment followed by deportation to be completed on 
October 20th 2017.

The family had pleaded with the UAE authorities to deport him to an alternate country rather 
than Egypt, for fear of him suffering further reprisals on arrival to the country. The Emirati 
Government did not comply with this, despite him being entitled to this according to the 
guidelines of his sentence.

Request to release female prisoner on 
health grounds refused

The UAE authorities continue to deny the Emirati prisoner Alia Abdul Nour, 40, age access to 
the appropriate medical treatment since her arrest on 28 July 2015. Alia, who is suffering 
from cancer, was arrested and taken from her family home for unknown reasons and held in 
solitary confinement for almost four months, where she was subjected to daily investigation 
and severe torture. In December 2015, she was sentenced to 10 years imprisonment, and on 
October 30, 2017 the Crown Prince's Office informed the family of his refusal to apply for the 
release of Alia.

In a phone call with her family on October 29, 2017, from her place of detention in al-Mafraq 
Hospital in Abu Dhabi, Alia said “I have a very tight feeling in my chest. They are provoking me, 
for no reason! They want me to create problems – they want nothing but problems! I have to 
debase myself to get my most basic rights, and I do not want anything. All I want is to contact 
you.”
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Campaign launched to call for 
suspension of UK/UAE extradition deal

Former chairman of Leeds United David Haigh, who was arrested in Dubai in 2013 and held 
for 15 months without trial, began a campaign in November to abolish the UK’s extradition 
treaty with the UAE.

Although the UK has an extradition treaty with the UAE, under the European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR) it cannot send someone to a country where they may face torture.

UK courts have not allowed any extradition to the UAE since 2011 for this reason.

Haigh said: “We’ve got this extradition treaty which is ridiculous because each time there is 
court case it costs us, the British taxpayer, an awful lot of money. It’s not the UAE that pays for 
it, it’s us – our legal aid, our court systems. So we are spending millions every year on 
extraditions and we will never ever extradite them because of human rights concerns.”

Increasing prevalence of suicides 
amongst migrant workers

In November, a 23-year-old Nepali construction worker was found hanging at an industrial 
site in the Emirate of Sharjah, UAE, in what police officials believed to be a suicide. This latest 
case forms part of a much broader trend concerning cases of suicides among the migrant 
worker population in the UAE. A report conducted by a Ugandan parliamentary committee in 
October found that, in 2017 alone, 35 Ugandan migrant workers in the UAE had been driven 
to take their own lives as a result of the dreadful working conditions they were forced to 
endure in the Emirates.

Furthermore, in 2014 the Indian embassy reported that from 2007 to 2013, 700 Indian 
migrant workers had committed suicide in the UAE, adding that there had been at least 100 
such cases every year since 2011.

Migrant workers, largely of South Asian origin, account for over half the population in the UAE 
and have no political or economic rights, leaving them especially vulnerable to mistreatment 
at the hands of Emirati authorities. The appalling working and living conditions that they are 
forced to endure have long been documented by human rights organisations such as Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch.
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Abu Dhabi Louvre opens amidst human 
rights concerns

The Abu Dhabi Louvre opened its doors on the 8th November despite widespread criticisms 
from human rights organisations. In 2015 Human Rights Watch produced a detailed report 
documenting the appalling conditions that those that laboured on the project worked under 
and outlining how the conditions of the mainly South Asian workforce amounted to forced 
labour where they were liable to arrest and deportation if they dared complain about the 
dreadful conditions they were labouring in.

Employers withheld wages and benefits from construction workers, confiscated their 
passports, and housed them in substandard conditions. In 2015, it was reported that a 
28-year-old Pakistani man had died on the construction site of the Louvre museum on the 
Saadiyat Island, in Abu Dhabi.

The abuses faced by the migrant workers at the Abu Dhabi Louvre project is far from an 
isolated case. Migrant workers, largely of South Asian origin, account for over half the 
population in the UAE and have no political or economic rights, leaving them especially 
vulnerable to mistreatment at the hands of Emirati authorities. The appalling working and 
living conditions that they are forced to endure have long been documented by human rights 
organisations such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch.  
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