
TRAVEL ADVICE FOR FOREIGNERS

TRAVELLING TO THE UAE

In light of recent incidences where British tourists to the UAE have been 
arrested for violations of unfamiliar local laws, we have put together a list 
of travel advice as reference for those who plan to travel there in the 
future. Caution should be taken when traveling the UAE as some of the 
laws and regulations are quite stringent and may appear unusual:

 Anyone trafficking or possessing drugs or alcohol may be subject to 
the death penalty. Presence of drugs, including alcohol, in the 
bloodstream is treated as possession.

 Non-Muslim residents with a liquor license issued by the relevant 
emirates may drink at home or in licensed venues. However, these 
licenses are rarely granted.

Jamie Harron, a 27 year old electrician from Scotland, was arrested in 
October 2017 and faced a potential three-year prison sentence in Dubai 
for public disorder and alcohol consumption after accidentally touching 
another man’s hip in a bar. After a wide reaching media campaign he was 
granted a royal pardon.

 Electronic cigarettes are illegal in the UAE.

 Women should dress modestly when in public, covering their upper 
arms and legs. Cross dressing is illegal.

 Public displays of affection are frowned upon, and even punishable. 
There have been several arrests for holding hands or kissing in public.
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 Sex outside of marriage is illegal. Living with or sharing a hotel room 
with someone from the opposite gender whom you are not married to 
or closely related to can lead to prosecution.

 Same-sex marriage and homosexuality is not recognized in the UAE.

 Anyone taking photographs near military areas may be subject to 
detention.

David Haigh, a British businessman, was arrested on false charges in May 
2014 and was detained until March 2016. He experienced torture on 
numerous occasions, was forced to sign confessions in Arabic and was 
denied access to legal advice. He has also commented on the lack of 
assistance and support given to him by the British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office


