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DEFENDER AHMED MANSOOR

The façade of a constitution that allegedly protects “freedom of opinion and 
expression” hides a much harsher reality of the practices of the Emirati 
authorities. Expression of opinions – particularly when this involves political 
dissent – too often leads to arrests. Ahmed Mansoor is one of these victims.

 Ahmed Mansoor, a well-known Emirate human rights defender and 
blogger, has been detained since 20 March 2017 in the UAE. 

He was one of the few remaining human rights activists who spoke against the 
government's human rights violations, including enforced disappearances and 
arbitrary detentions. He has worked extensively with international rights 
organisations to raise awareness of human rights violations in the UAE, such as 
Human Rights Watch. In 2015, he won the prestigious Laureate Martin Ennals 
aware for human rights defenders.

 WAM, UAE’s official news agency, declared that the reasons of his arrest 
were to “publish false information and rumours,” “promote (a) sectarian and 
hate-incited agenda,” and “publish false and misleading information that 
harm national unity and social harmony and damage the country’s 
reputation” through social media.

 The UAE authorities have not revealed where he is being detained.

 He does not have access to a lawyer, and he is being held confined in a 
cell by himself. He has not been permitted to communicate with his family.

 The arrest provoked international condemnation, notably from several 
United Nations (UN) human rights experts, Amnesty International, and 
Human Rights Watch.

 The UAE government responded only by falsifying the claims, saying that 
he is allowed to communicate with his family – this is disputed by Amnesty 
International. 
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Freedom of Speech and Expression

While allegedly protected by the constitution, this right is not really available to 
Emirati human rights activists who challenge the government’s human rights 
infringements. 

 The press is mainly owned by the State, and those that do not belong to 
the State are been strictly censored. The control of the media is authorised 
by Federal Law No. 15 of 1980.

 Under Terrorist Law No. 7, speech that “antagonises the state,” intends “to 
undermine stability, safety, unity, sovereignty or security of the State” or “to 
undermine national unity or social peace” is banned. 

 The government has additionally targeted online freedoms. Cybercrime 
Law 2012 includes severe punishments ranging from a fine to a life 
sentence. 

 The cybercrime law restricts the use of social media. It prohibits using 
technology to mount criticisms against the authorities and as a platform to 
call for reforms. Websites including the criticism of the authorities are 
blocked.

 These laws are generally used to essentially eliminate challenges to the 
UAE ruling regime. This is a serious attack on people’s freedom of speech 
and expression, and is against the principles of democracy.

The government invested in software to be able to control the emails, texts, calls 
and files of its citizens’ phones and laptops.

Ahmed Mansoor was one target -  in August 2016, the government tried to turn 
his mobile phone into a monitoring device, through which the government 
would be able to record his calls, read his messages and track his location. 


